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Our Vision: To create a sustainable community with a vibrant economy and landscape. 

Our Mission: The Northcoast Regional Land Trust is dedicated to the protection and 
enhancement of farms, forests, rangelands, and wild areas in perpetuity.

NRLT Strategic Planning Retreat on the Klamath River. (back row, left to right) John LaBoyteaux, Mark 
Andre, Blake Alexandre, Michael Smith, David McMurray, Fred Neighbor, Wes Anderson. (front row) 
Tempra Board, Shayne Green, Laura Kadlecik, Maya Conrad, Melissa Bukosky, Ruth Blyther, Erik Wilson.

NRLT works with landowners on a voluntary basis to promote stewardship of Northern 
California’s healthy and productive resource base, natural systems, and quality of life.



Letter from the Board President

Freshwater Farms

Balance
Discussion and work on conservation, land use, and natural resources 

issues in Humboldt, Del Norte, and Trinity Counties are often burdened 
with divisiveness. Our community continues to be stratified on these 
issues – environmentalists pitted against loggers or ranchers; developers 
pitted against preservationists. 

This passion, and the open spaces and usable land that inspire it, 
are part of what makes the North Coast special. I believe, however, that 
there is always a meeting place that combines the best of two or more 
perspectives. In this way, the Northcoast Regional Land Trust is about 
finding the common ground of shared values, about finding balance. In 
everything we do, every decision we make, every project we undertake, 

and every board room discussion we have, I have openness and balance in my mind. And I see this as 
a model for the North Coast – one that we can use to move forward to improve our quality of life – for 
everyone – without getting stuck in the divisiveness that may hold us back.

The projects we undertook in 2005 embody the notion of balance: The Freshwater Farms 
acquisition and restoration project is protecting Humboldt Bay wetlands, enabling restoration of 
former tidal lands, and still allowing the land to be used for sustainable farming and nursery activities. 
The Iaqua Ranch conservation easement, a keystone property in our Six Rivers to the Sea project, will 
protect open space and water quality for wildlife, while permitting sustainable ranching and timber 
harvesting. Our workshops and forums brought diverse constituents together to discuss contentious 
issues and plan for future conservation and development.

I would like to thank you for being a part of these projects that promise to keep the North Coast 
beautiful, productive, and unique – and in being a part of 
open dialogue and discussion about how to work together for 
our area’s future.

Blake Alexandre, NRLT’s Board President, is owner and operator 
of Alexandre EcoDairy Farms in Del Norte County 
(ecodairyfarms.com).

Freshwater Farms

   Yager Creek flowing through the Iaqua Ranch.

On April 28, 2005 the Northcoast Regional Land Trust assumed 
ownership of 54 acres of former tidelands located along the Freshwater 
Creek Slough near Three Corners (along Old Arcata Road between 
Eureka and Arcata). NRLT’s purchase is an important step in the effort 
to re-establish natural tidal flow to the property and restore estuarine 
wetlands that are vital to many resident and migrating fish and wildlife 
species. The project will also create unique opportunities to enhance 
agricultural, educational, and recreational values associated with the 
property and adjacent lands. 

Freshwater Farms is one of many ongoing NRLT projects that 
collectively support wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, and strong 
agricultural, fisheries, timber, and tourism economies. Although 
sometimes pitted against one another, such diverse values together 
comprise the high quality of life we experience here on the North 
Coast. Freshwater Farms is notable in that it includes multiple interests 
in a single package.  

NRLT intends to use the Freshwater Farms property to restore 
estuary habitat considered vital to the recovery of salmon, steelhead, 
and other fish and wildlife populations that were historically more 
abundant around Humboldt Bay. In addition to rebuilding fish 
populations, implementing such projects at strategic locations within 
regional watersheds will likely play an important role in the recovery 
of a fisheries economy that was far more robust in years past. Perhaps 
stories of fish so plentiful “you could walk across small streams without 
getting your feet wet,” will one day be more than just reminiscence by 
the older generation among us. 

Freshwater Slough

California Coastal Conservancy
California Department of Conservation,
     California Farmland Conservancy Program
California Department of Fish and Game,   
     Coastal Salmon Recovery Program
Columbia Foundation
County of Humboldt
NOAA Fisheries
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Pacific Coast Joint Venture
Resources Legacy Fund Foundation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service, Forest Legacy Program

Thank You NRLT Agency 
& Foundation Grantors



Six Rivers to the Sea: Iaqua Ranch

The Northcoast Regional Land Trust is working with Iaqua Ranch landowner Francis Carrington to place a 
conservation easement on the 4,800-acre Iaqua Ranch located near the town of Kneeland in Humboldt County. 
The Iaqua Ranch is distinguished by its expansive and rich mosaic of native oak woodlands, bald hills prairies, 
rock outcrops, conifer and riparian forests, ponds, and perennial streams. The vast majority of the Iaqua Ranch 
landscape drains into the North Fork of Yager Creek, several miles of which runs through the center of the 
property. This stream supports healthy populations of steelhead trout and Chinook and coho salmon, and 
is recognized as a primary system of biological significance by The Nature Conservancy. The property’s open 
landscapes provide an outstanding scenic experience for travelers of the county roads running through the 
middle of it.

The threat of subdivision of Iaqua’s 44 patent parcels is high. The Iaqua Ranch is located only 45 minutes 
from Eureka and Arcata, and year-round access by county road is good. The recent subdivision of the Big Bend 
Ranch just a short distance away underscores the reality of this threat. A conservation easement is needed to 
ensure that the Iaqua Ranch remains as intact open space and that many of its significant natural resources 
are protected in perpetuity. It will continue to be operated as a working ranch that not only supports natural 
and scenic values, but which also benefits the local economy. NRLT has secured Federal funding to purchase a 
conservation easement on this property from the USDA Forest Legacy Program (FLP), and state funding from 
the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB). The Iaqua Ranch Conservation Easement is included in the Six 
Rivers to the Sea Project, which FLP has considered to be the top-ranked project in California for the last two 
years. We anticipate completion of this project in 2006, thereby permanently protecting this 4,800-acre jewel of 
the North Coast.

Iaqua Ranch

As a regional organization concerned with land use and conservation planning 
across the North Coast, NRLT has done more than seek conservation easement and 
acquisition projects. We have worked to build collaboration and dialogue among 
and between diverse constituents and stakeholders in our region. We have done this 
through an organized regional conservation planning program, and through ongoing 
outreach and education to landowners and others interested in using land trust tools 
for conservation. 

In 2005 we accomplished the following:

Co-drafted A Humboldt-Del Norte Conservation Vision (by The Nature 
Conservancy, Save-the-Redwoods League, and NRLT) and contributed to the 
Conservation Fund’s Conservation Prospects for the North Coast.
Collaborated with the Natural Resources Planning and Interpretation 
department at Humboldt State University to assess the feasibility of a Transfer 
of Development Rights Program in Humboldt County.
Hosted a conservation forum involving more than 50 community leaders in 
which working groups tackled key conservation issues in our region.
Developed a list of strategic conservation projects and programs to guide 
NRLT activities over the next five years.  These are currently being compiled by 
NRLT into a regional planning document to be completed this year.
Provided input into the Humboldt County General Plan Update at a critical 
time in the development of natural resource protection policies. 

•

•

•

•

•

Outreach & Education

NRLT brought landowners together with agency personnel to facilitate 
funding for the Iaqua Ranch conservation easement.

Yager Creek



Thank You 2005 NRLT Supporters!

2005 Financial Statement

*Reflects grants allocated for project acquisition.

Revenue: $673,666*

Board: $676 (0.2%)

Expenses: $357,226

Projects: $210,217 (58.8%)

Outreach: $36,837 (10.3%)

Regional Conservation Planning: $24,257 (6.8%)

Development: $36,746 (10.3%)

Operating Expenses: $37,509 (10.5%)

Strategic Planning: $10,984 (3.1%)

Founder’s Circle	
Anonymous
Blake & Stephanie Alexandre 
     – Alexandre Family 
     EcoDairy Farms
Larry & Ellen Beans
Melissa Bukosky
Francis & Carol Carrington
Stephen & Sharon Davies
David Hodges
Annette & Greg Holland
Jack & Rita Limmer	
David & Madeline McMurray	
Lee & Eileen Mora 
     – Humboldt Auction Yard
Rick Storre	
Ronald & Donna Thompson
Charlie Tripodi & Maya Conrad	
	

Steward	
Anonymous		
Peter Jermyn & Heidi Bourne 
     – Emerald City Laundry Co.
Thomas Lisle 
     & Lorinda Dengler
Al Macy – Responsive Software
Dennis Rael & Peter Jermyn 
     – Los Bagels
Jeff & Edy Schwartz	
Jens & Claire Sund	
Bill & June Thompson
John & Nancy Vanspeybroeck

Conservator	
Anonymous (3)
Celestine Armenta
Barbara Barratt
Joan Berman
Harry Blumenthal 
     & Scott Mitchell	
Ruth Blyther & Thomas Francis
Sue Bosch	
Kim Browning		
Thomas Brundage 
     & Diane DeFord
Shayne Green
Judith Hinman	
Bill & Lynda Hutton	
Laura Kadlecik & Mike Wilson
John LaBoyteaux 
     – Eel Canyon Farms
Laura Madjedi		
Margaret Nulsen 
     & Chris Frolking
Allan Ridley 
     & Helen McKenna Ridley
Tom & Emily Rowe	
Jay Russ	
Julie Stark	
Mock Wahlund

Sponsor	
Anonymous (4)
Wes & Sue Anderson	
Mark Andre	
Jim & Karen Athing	
Glenn Berry	
Jon Brooks 
     – Brooks Appraisal Service
William & Carol Brueske
Russ Conrad
Kit Crosby-Williams
Stan & Judy Dixon
William & Nancy Dunn 
     – Diamond D Ranch
Joan Early	
Elias Elias & Gretchen Ziegler	
Yvonne Everett	
Rich Ghilarducci 
     – Humboldt Creamery Assoc.
Danny Hagans
Harvey Harper – Harper Ford
Sarach Hirsch 
     – E.R. Hirsch Associates
Gordon Hull
Fred Hummel	
Catherine Koshkin
Nurit Licht & John Pendleton
Don & Kathleen Lutosky	
Nat Maffe	
Marty McClelland 
     – Oscar Larson & Associates
Maureen McCready-Glassman
Robert & Mavis McKelvey	
Jim & Gay Morrison
Archie Mossman	
Fred Neighbor
Jaime O’Donnell 
     & Maria Mehegan	
Felicia Oldfather	
Chuck Powell – North Coast 
     Cleaning Services
Rex & Ruth Rathbun	
Terry Raymer	
Riverbar Farm
Diane Ryerson
Hugh Scanlon & Sharon Levy
Susan & Jeffrey Schlosser
John Schwabe
Michael Smith
Paul & Virginia Springer	
Kent & Johnna Townsend	
Ted & Josephine Trichilo	
Don & Andrea Tuttle
Barbara Van Putten 
     & Barbara Wallace	
Marlena & Moises Vega	
Mark Youdall

Donor	
Anonymous (6)		
Thomas & Catherine Allen
Marie Antoine & Stephen Sillett
Tempra Board
Sally & Rick Botzler
Lucinda Bradshaw
Suzanne & Bruce Dockter	
Sarah Eeles	
David Epstein 
     & Patricia Platt Epstein
Marjorie Fay	
Edge Gerring & Melanie Kasek
David Hitchcock	
Lisa Hoover	
Richard Klein	
Judy & John 
   Longshore	
Ian Miller & Christine Loewe	
Ben & Ananda Morehead
Gwen Neu	
Joan Schirle	
Steven & Jane Schonfeld
Herb Schwartz 
     – Change Mediation
Scott Sway	
Marlene Sylvia	
Vicky Turner & Rudy Ramp
Joseph & Janie Walsh	
Laura & Gregory Williston	

Friend	
Anonymous (3)
Susan Jean Armstrong
Illijana Asara & Jim Vandegriff
Jeffrey & Gillian Black
Susan & Earl Carson	
Kathryn Corbett
Jacqueline Debets & Rick Bend
Richard Duning & Nancy Correll
David & Jean Durbin	
Jud Ellinwood & Anda Webb
Bruce Gardiner
Christine Henson	
Claudia Israel
Tim McKay
Lois Mellert
Carol Mone	
Thomas & Doris Montgomery
Betty Oliveira	
Marianne Pennekamp
Carl Ratner	
Jim & Susan Regli
Jared Rossman
Sherman Schapiro	
Irith Shalmony	
Loren & Darlene Smith	
Richard & Phyllis Stanewick
Anne & Roger Weiss

Donations: $57,893 (8.6%)

Government Grants: $480,884 (71.4%)

Foundation Grants: $129,838 (19.3%)

     Interest Income: $2,673 (0.4%)

Other Income: $2,378 (0.3%)

Donor Spotlight

A Woman Ahead of Her Time

A lifelong learner, Dr. Louise Watson has wasted no time enjoying and exploring the North 
Coast, and beyond, her entire life. She has been ahead of her time on many fronts, especially in her 
naturalist efforts. 

After serving as a Naval officer post-Pearl Harbor, Dr. Watson completed her doctoral degree 
in physical education in 1952 at the University of Oregon. In 1953, she accepted a job offer at 
Humboldt State University and has made the North Coast her home ever since. In more than 
25 years of service as an HSU professor, Dr. Watson also found time to study wildflowers and 
mushrooms, belonging to local chapters of the California Native Plant Society and the Humboldt 
Bay Mycological Society. The climate and the coastline have kept Dr. Watson’s passion for the area 
strong and she spent many weekends retreating to the quiet Trinidad region. In the early days of the 
Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary, Dr. Watson also spent many Saturdays as a docent leading 
hikes through the area.

I asked Dr. Watson where she found the inspiration to pursue so many fascinating experiences. 
“Grandma Gettis loved to naturalize,” she simply replied. Probing deeper, I learned that visiting her 
grandmother in the Puget Sound during her childhood clearly fostered a sense of wonder for nature, 
a curiosity for learning, and a quest for living fully.

Dr. Watson realized long ago that her special Trinidad property could be at risk of development. 
When asked why she decided to gift her property, she shared, “I don’t want the land being broken 
up into a bunch of lots and sold.”  She has chosen to permanently protect this property by keeping 
it in a natural state to provide the area’s wildlife—foxes, deer, bear, birds, and others—a special, 
undeveloped place with room to roam. The Northcoast Regional Land Trust will be honored to 
carry out her wishes. 

By Maya Conrad

Robin Kinzer, Dr. Louise Watson, and NRLT Board Member Wes Anderson.


