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Easement completed near Blocksburg

The Times-Standard

After years of coordination and
fundraising, the Charles Mountain
Ranch has completed the first phase of
a conservation easement, protecting
more than 2,900 acres of ranch and for-
est land from development, the North-
coast Regional Land Trust announced
on Tuesday.

The easement — located between
Bridgeville and Blocksburg — is held by
the trust. It was funded through the Cal-
ifornia Wildlife Conservation Board
and matched by a significant donation
from the landowners, Tim and Jacque-
lyn Pricer and Doris Fearrien.

“With this easement secured, we have
the peace of mind knowing that the
property can never be split up and that
it will always be an intact, working
ranch.” Tim Pricer said in a press release.

The second phase of the easement is
planned for later this year. The ranch
straddles Charles Mountain ridge, and
its streams drain into both the Eel and
Van Duzen River watersheds.

The easement will have no effect on
property taxes and ensures the property
will remain a single large parcel while
also creating a stream-side forest pre-
serve on major perennial streams
throughout the ranch.

“This ranch exemplifies how the pro-

tection of fish and wildlife habitat can
coexist with ranching and sustainable
timber management,” said Lindsay
Magnuson, executive director of the
land trust.

The easement, which also received
assistance through the federal Forest
Legacy Program, is a part of the ongo-
ing Six Rivers to the Sea initiative,

~ which seeks to protect privately owned

landscapes and wildlife habitat from
the Six Rivers National Forest to the
Pacific Ocean.

Landowners either donate or receive
funding to record a conservation ease-
ment on their property to extinguish
development and subdivision rights.




